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WEDNESDAY,  JULY  26,  1995 

House  of  Representatives, 
Committee  on  International  Rei^tions, 

Washington,  DC. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  call,  at  1:12  p.m.  in  room  2172, 
Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Hon.  Benjamin  A.  Oilman  (chair- 
man of  the  committee)  presiding. 

Chairman  Oilman.  The  Committee  on  International  Relations 
meets  today  in  open  session  to  mark  up  two  resolutions,  H.  Res. 
181  relating  to  the  peace  process  in  Sri  Lanka  and  H.  Res.  80  relat- 
ing to  French  nuclear  testing  at  the  Moruroa  and  Fangataufa 
atolls. 

We  would  intend  to  bring  these  resolutions  to  the  floor  on  sus- 
pension or  possibly  through  unanimous  consent  procedures.  The 
chair  will  be  entertaining  motions  requesting  the  chair  to  do  so  as 
the  committee  finishes  its  amending  process  relative  to  each  resolu- 
tion. 

In  light  of  the  situation  in  Nigeria  and  after  consultation  with 
our  ranking  Democratic  member  and  sponsor  of  the  legislation,  Mr. 
Payne,  we  will  not  be  marking  up  H.  Con.  Res.  40  concerning  the 
movement  toward  democracy  in  Nigeria  today. 

Does  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  Mr.  Hamilton,  wish  to  be  rec- 
ognized at  this  time? 

If  not,  we  will  now  turn  to  the  first  resolution.  The  clerk  will  re- 
port the  title  of  the  resolution. 

The  Clerk.  House  Resolution  181.  Resolution  encouraging  the 
peace  process  in  Sri  Lanka.  [See  attached  text  in  appendix] 

Chairman  Oilman.  This  resolution  was  introduced  by  a  distin- 
guished colleague,  Mr.  Hamilton,  on  June  29.  Original  cosponsors 
were  Mr.  Bereuter,  chairman  of  the  subcommittee  on  Asia  and  the 
Pacific  and  Mr.  Berman,  ranking  Democratic  member  of  the  sub- 
committee. 

(1) 


The  clerk  will  read  the  operative  language  of  the  resolution. 

The  Clerk.  Resolved,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  [1]  notes 
with  great  satisfaction 

Chairman  Oilman.  Without  objection,  both  the  text  of  the  resolu- 
tion and  text  of  the  preamble  be  considered  as  having  been  read 
and  open  to  the  amendment  of  any  point. 

The  gentleman  from  Nebraska,  Mr.  Bereuter. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  Indian 
Ocean  island  nation  of  Sri  Lanka  has  for  the  last  decade  and  a  half 
been  the  site  of  one  of  the  bloodiest  ethnic  wars.  The  conflict  has 
pitted  the  separate  Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil  Eelam — or  Tamil  Ti- 
gers— against  the  democratically  elected  government  of  Colombo 
with  at  least  30,000,  possibly  as  many  as  50,000  Sri  Lankans  of  all 
ethnic  persuasions  perishing  in  this  bloody  conflict,  with  both  sides 
weary  of  unrelenting  bloodshed,  the  cessation  of  hostilities  went 
into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  1995  and  the  government  and  Tamil 
rebels  entered  into  a  series  of  peace  talks. 

Regrettably,  this  peace  was  short  lived  and  the  Tamil  Tigers  uni- 
laterally resumed  their  attacks  on  April  19.  The  recent  attacks 
have  been  particularly  brutal,  a  pair  of  transport  aircraft  being 
shot  down  and  a  fishing  village  burned  to  the  ground  with  massive 
loss  of  life. 

In  retaliation,  the  government  has  launched  its  inevitable  offen- 
sive against  the  Tiger-held  territory.  Just  2  weeks  ago  government 
forces  cut  a  broad  swath  across  positions  long  controlled  by  the 
rebels  causing  hundreds  of  casualties  and  displacing  thousands  of 
noncombatants. 

This  pattern  of  rebel  offensives  and  government  counter  offensive 
is  all  too  familiar.  Over  the  past  dozen  years  this  cycle  has  been 
repeated  time  and  time  again. 

H.  Res.  181  calls  on  the  parties  to  break  out  of  this  vicious  cycle 
of  death  and  destruction.  The  resolution  recognizes  the  good  faith 
efforts  of  the  Sri  Lankan  Government  to  work  for  peace  and  com- 
mends the  dramatic  improvements  in  the  government's  human 
rights  practices. 

It  also  denounces  all  acts  of  violence  and  terrorism  regardless  of 
the  perpetrator. 

H.  Res.  181  calls  on  the  parties  to  negotiate  in  good  faith  with 
a  view  to  ending  the  conflict  and  finding  a  just  and  lasting  peaceful 
settlement  for  the  ethnic  divisions  while  assuring  the  territorial  in- 
tegrity of  Sri  Lanka. 

The  resolution  also  encourages  the  United  States  to  lend  its  good 
offices  to  help  in  resolving  the  conflict  if  so  desired  by  the  combat- 
ing parties. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  resolution  passed  unanimously  of  the  Asia 
and  Pacific  Subcommittee  on  July  13.  I  would  congratulate  the 
ranking  Democratic  member  of  the  full  committee,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
for  his  initiative  in  drafting  this  resolution.  First,  it  recognizes  a 
very  real  effort  made  by  the  ruling  government  to  respect  basic 
human  rights  and  achieve  a  peace. 

As  H.  Res.  181  further  notes,  the  resolution  recognizes  that  im- 
provements have  indeed  occurred.  Second,  the  resolution  places  the 
House  squarely  on  the  side  of  peace  in  a  conflict  that  has  been 
every  bit  as  brutal  as  the  war  in  Bosnia. 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  pleased  to  cosponsor  Mr.  Hamilton's  resolu- 
tion and  I  would  urge  its  passage.  I  yield  back. 

Chairman  Oilman.  Thank  the  gentleman  for  his  remarks.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Hamilton.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  thank  and  commend  the 
chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Asia  and  the  Pacific,  Mr.  Bereu- 
ter,  for  his  leadership  on  this  as  well  as  the  interest  and  leadership 
of  Mr.  Berman,  the  ranking  member. 

I  certainly  support  the  resolution.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  has  very 
strong  bipartisan  support.  It  has  the  support  of  the  administration. 
It  does  not  commit  the  United  States  to  any  specific  course  of  ac- 
tion but  indicates  our  willingness  in  principle  to  lend  our  good  of- 
fices to  help  resolve  the  conflict. 

It  is,  of  course,  a  country  that  has  been  racked  by  bloody  civil 
war,  has  claimed  the  lives  of  30,000  people,  and  perhaps  as  many 
as  50,000.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  members  to  know  that  Sri 
Lanka's  population  is  only  18  million  people.  If  the  United  States 
lost  a  comparable  number  of  people,  it  would  mean  about  730,000 
Americans  killed.  So  all  of  us  can  appreciate  the  horrible  human 
tragedies  that  have  occurred  in  Sri  Lanka  and  this  is  an  effort  to 
try  to  encourage  the  peace  process.  I  commend  the  initiative  of  my 
colleagues  and  urge  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Chairman  GiLMAN.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Hamilton.  Mr.  Berman. 

Mr.  Berman.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  join  with  my  col- 
leagues in  strongly  supporting  this  resolution.  I  think  it  is  quite  ap- 
propriate that  this  Congress  recognize  the  efforts  of  the  Sri  Lankan 
Government  to  move  to  end  hostilities  under  very  difficult  cir- 
cumstances these  days  to  promote  democracy,  to  respect  and  pro- 
vide greater  focus  on  human  rights  issues.  So  I  am  very  glad  that 
my  ranking  member,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Bereuter  brought  this 
resolution  to  us. 

Chairman  Gilman.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Berman.  Mr.  McNulty. 

Mr.  McNuLTY.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  For  the  reasons  out- 
lined by  the  sponsors  I  strongly  support  this  resolution,  and  if  it 
is  appropriate  at  this  point  I  would  ask  consent  to  be  listed  as  a 
cosponsor. 

Chairman  GiLMAN.  The  Chair  would  like  to  indicate  that  such  a 
request  would  be  made  in  the  House  by  the  resolution's  sponsor. 
The  gentleman's  request  will  be  made  part  of  the  record  of  this  pro- 
ceeding. 

I  want  to  commend  the  chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Asia 
and  the  Pacific,  Mr.  Bereuter,  and  the  ranking  minority  member, 
Mr.  Berman,  for  bringing  H.  Res.  181  before  our  full  committee.  I 
commend  the  ranking  minority  member,  Mr.  Hamilton,  for  his  ef- 
forts in  crafting  this  resolution. 

The  conflict  in  Sri  Lanka  has  gone  on  for  nearly  12  years  and 
so  many  lives — some  30,000 — have  been  lost.  Violence  took  the 
promising  young  life  of  Rajif  Ghandi,  and  in  1994  the  bomb  attack 
killed  the  opposition  Presidential  candidate,  along  with  more  than 
50  others  who  were  killed. 

As  the  resolution  suggests,  our  Nation  could  perhaps  play  a  role 
in  resolving  the  crisis  if  the  two  disputing  parties  were  to  agree. 
It  is  believed  that  the  current  government  of  President 
Kumaratunga  is  serious  about  working  with  the  LTTE  in  finding 


a  mutually  agreeable  solution.  If  our  government  can  play  a  role, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  worthy  objective  for  all  of  us  to  help  end  the 
bloodshed. 

Accordingly,  I  urge  our  colleagues  to  support  H.  Res.  181. 

Are  there  any  other  amendments  to  the  resolution?  If  there  are 
none,  the  gentleman  from  Nebraska,  Mr.  Bereuter,  is  recognized  to 
offer  a  motion. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  be  authorized  and  requested  to  move  House  Resolution 
181  to  the  floor  on  the  suspension  counter  or  by  way  of  unanimous 
consent  request  to  discharge  the  committee  and  take  up  the  bill. 

Chairman  Oilman.  The  question  is  now  on  the  motion.  As  many 
as  are  in  favor  of  the  motion  say  aye. 

[Chorus  of  ayes.] 

Chairman  Oilman.  As  many  as  are  opposed  say  no.  The  ayes  ap- 
pear to  have  it.  The  ayes  do  have  it,  and  the  motion  is  agreed  to. 
Further  proceedings  on  this  resolution  in  committee  are  postponed. 

We  will  now  turn  to  the  next  resolution.  The  Clerk  will  report 
the  title  of  the  concurrent  resolution. 

The  Clerk.  House  Concurrent  Resolution  80.  Expressing  the 
sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States  should  recognize  the 
concerns  of  the  peoples  of  Oceania  and  call  upon  the  Oovernment 
of  France  to  cease  all  nuclear  testing  at  the  Moruroa  and 
Fangataufa  atolls.  [See  attached  text  in  appendix] 

Chairman  Oilman.  The  resolution  was  introduced  by  our  distin- 
guished colleague,  Mr.  Faleomavaega,  on  June  30  and  was  cospon- 
sored  by  a  significant  number  of  our  colleagues,  including  Mr.  Be- 
reuter, the  chairman  of  the  subcommittee  on  Asia  and  Pacific,  and 
Mr.  Berman,  ranking  member  of  that  subcommittee,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  ranking  member  of  the  full  committee. 

It  has  been  considered  by  the  subcommittee  on  Asia  and  Pacific 
and  recommended  for  passage  by  the  subcommittee  to  the  full  com- 
mittee. 

The  Clerk  will  read  the  operative  language  of  the  concurrent  res- 
olution. 

The  Clerk.  Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Sen- 
ate concurring,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United 
States  should  recognize  the  concerns  of  the  28  million  people  from 
the  nations  and  territories  of  Oceania  and  call  upon  the  Oovern- 
ment of  France  to  cease  all 

Chairman  Oilman.  Without  objection,  both  the  text  of  the  con- 
current resolution  and  the  text  of  the  preamble  will  be  considered 
as  having  been  read  and  open  to  amendment  at  any  point. 

The  gentleman  from  Nebraska  is  recognized  for  5  minutes. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  Mr.  Chairman,  my 
colleagues,  one  of  the  first  decisions  made  by  the  newly  elected 
French  President,  Jacques  Chirac,  has  been  to  end  its  3-year  mora- 
torium and  resume  nuclear  testing  in  French  Polynesia,  with  the 
first  such  test  to  be  conducted  in  September. 

Not  surprisingly,  this  decision  has  resulted  in  a  torrent  of  opposi- 
tion with  diplomatic  protests  being  lodged  by  virtually  every  nation 
in  the  South  Pacific.  Indeed,  the  leaders  of  French  Polynesia  where 
the  tests  are  to  be  conducted  are  among  the  more  vocal  of  the  crit- 
ics of  President  Chirac's  decision. 


Those  who  live  in  Oceania  are  understandably  concerned  about 
the  environmental  impact  of  the  series  of  eight  nuclear  tests  that 
have  been  scheduled,  and  they  are  deeply  offended  at  the  lack  of 
consultation  with  the  peoples  of  the  region. 

The  issues  surrounding  nuclear  testing  are  complicated  and  not 
easily  resolvable.  It  is  a  question  that  we  in  the  United  States  have 
been  grappling  with  for  a  number  of  years,  and  there  is  by  no 
means  unanimous  support  for  the  comprehensive  test  ban.  As  long 
as  nuclear  weapons  remain  a  cornerstone  to  a  nation's  defense, 
there  must  be  reassurances  that  the  weapons  are  safe  and  reliable. 
In  some  cases,  this  may  require  testing. 

However,  if  testing  must  be  done,  basic  common  sense  dictates 
that  it  be  done  in  the  safest  possible  manner  and  under  cir- 
cumstances where  the  local  populace  has  some  voice  in  the  deci- 
sion. 

As  House  Concurrent  Resolution  80  makes  clear,  the  French  pro- 
posed tests  will  be  conducted  12,000  miles  from  French  soil  and  in 
a  direct  contravention  to  the  wishes  of  the  nations  of  the  region. 

Mr.  Chairman,  House  Concurrent  Resolution  80  was  approved 
unanimously  in  the  Subcommittee  on  Asia  and  the  Pacific  on  July 
13.  I  would  congratulate  the  gentleman  from  American  Samoa,  Mr. 
Faleomavaega,  for  crafting  a  balanced  resolution  that  has  attracted 
broad  bipartisan  support,  reflects  the  genuine  concerns  of  the  peo- 
ples of  the  South  Pacific  and  notes  that  the  United  States  should 
call  upon  the  Government  of  France  to  cease  all  nuclear  testing  in 
French  Polynesia. 

I  urge  my  colleagues  to  support  the  resolution.  Thank  you. 

Chairman  Oilman.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Bereuter.  The  gentleman 
from  American  Samoa,  Mr.  Faleomavaega. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  certainly  want 
to  offer  my  personal  commendation  to  the  chairman  of  our  sub- 
committee, Mr.  Bereuter,  and  the  ranking  member  of  our  Sub- 
committee on  Asia  and  the  Pacific,  Mr.  Berman,  for  their  support 
in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  last  month  French  President  Chirac  announced 
that  France  will  abandon  the  global  moratorium  on  nuclear  testing, 
and  explode  eight  more  nuclear  bombs  in  the  South  Pacific  begin- 
ning in  September.  President  Chirac  said  that  eight  nuclear  explo- 
sions, one  a  month,  with  each  up  to  10  times  more  powerful  than 
the  bomb  that  devastated  Hiroshima,  will  have  no  ecological  con- 
sequences. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  comprehend  how  President  Chirac  can 
say  with  a  straight  face  that  setting  off  the  equivalent  of  80  Hiro- 
shima bombs,  1.2  million  tons  worth  of  TNT,  in  a  short  time  in  the 
tiny  coral  atolls  of  Moruroa  and  Fangataufa  will  have  no  ecological 
consequences. 

My  constituents,  the  U.S.  citizens  and  nationals  in  American 
Samoa  feel  threatened  by  France's  action  and  do  not  believe 
Chirac's  assurances.  Neither  do  the  nations  and  the  peoples  of  the 
entire  Pacific  region. 

After  detonating  at  least  187  nuclear  bombs  in  the  heart  of  the 
South  Pacific,  France's  intent  to  resume  further  nuclear  poisoning 
of  the  South  Pacific  environment  has  resulted  in  a  fire  storm  of 
outrage  and  alarm  in  the  countries  of  the  region  as  well  as  with 


the  world  community.  The  measure  before  the  committee,  House 
Concurrent  Resolution  80,  recognizes  the  environmental  concerns 
of  the  28  million  men,  women  and  children  of  Oceania  and  calls 
upon  the  Government  of  France  not  to  resume  nuclear  testing  on 
French  Polynesia's  Moruroa  and  Fangataufa  atolls. 

I  want  to  express  my  thanks  to  Chairman  Oilman  for  his  support 
in  bringing  the  resolution  before  the  committee  today  for  mark  up 
and  also  extend  my  appreciation  to  the  ranking  member  of  the 
committee,  Congressman  Hamilton,  for  joining  us  as  an  original  co- 
sponsor.  This  measure  has  broad  bipartisan  support,  and  I  would 
thank  the  members  of  the  committee.  Congressman  Leach,  Con- 
gressman Herman,  Congressman  Bereuter,  Mr.  Lantos,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Ackerman,  Mr.  Rohrabacher,  Mr.  Gejdenson,  Mr.  Kim,  Mr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  Engel  who  are  original  cosponsors  and  supporters 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  United  States  stopped  atmospheric  nu- 
clear testing  in  1963  and  initiated  underground  tests,  we  moved 
from  the  Pacific  islands  to  Nevada.  One  reason  for  this  was  the  as- 
sessment that  fragile  coral  atolls  permeated  with  water  were  not 
suitable  for  underground  explosions.  After  almost  three  decades  of 
French  nuclear  testing  in  the  South  Pacific  involving  more  than 
140  underground  nuclear  bombs  tested,  French  Polynesia's 
Moruroa  atoll  has  been  described  by  researchers  as  a  "Swiss  cheese 
of  fractured  rock."  Moruroa  and  its  sister  French  test  site  at 
Fangataufa  are  water  permeable  coral  atolls  and  they  now  contain 
several  Chernobyls  worth  of  radioactivity. 

The  great  fear  of  the  region  is  that  if  Moruroa  suffers  further 
damage  the  radioactivity  encased  from  over  100  nuclear  bomb  ex- 
plosions would  spill  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  causing  unimaginable 
harm  to  the  marine  environment  and  the  health  of  the  Pacific  peo- 
ples. 

Mr.  Chairman,  leakage  of  radioactive  waste  from  the  under- 
ground test  sites  to  the  surrounding  waters  and  air  has  been  pre- 
dicted and  is  inevitable.  It  is  hardly  surprising  that  so  many  people 
in  the  Pacific  draw  a  connection  to  the  epidemic-like  outbreaks  in 
surrounding  communities  with  symptoms  including  damage  to 
nervous  systems,  paralysis,  impaired  vision,  birth  abnormalities, 
and  increased  cancer  rates  among  Tahitians  in  particular. 

Whether  these  health  problems  are  connected  to  radioactive  leak- 
age or  destruction  of  the  coral  ecosystem,  it  defies  credibility  to 
claim  there  are  no  environmental  consequences  to  France's  nuclear 
testing. 

I  think  the  great  Dr.  Albert  Schweitzer  said  those  who  claim  that 
these  tests  are  harmless  are  liars. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  also  challenge  President  Chirac  on  his 
statement  that  France's  testing  program  is  harmless  to  the  South 
Pacific  environment  and  would  take  him  up  on  his  offer  inviting 
scientists  to  inspect  their  testing  facilities.  If  President  Chirac  is 
acting  in  good  faith  and  if  he  wants  to  get  to  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter, then  he  should  have  no  reservations  in  authorizing  full  and  un- 
restricted access  before  the  resumption  of  tests  in  September,  for 
an  international  scientific  mission  to  conduct  a  serious  independent 
and  comprehensive  sampling  and  geological  study  of  Moruroa  and 
Fangataufa  atolls.  In  conjunction  with  the  monitoring,  there  should 


be  a  fully  independent  epidemiological  health  survey  and  full  dis- 
closure of  French  databases  on  the  environmental  and  health  ef- 
fects from  nuclear  testing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  permission  for  an  unrestricted  and  unimpeded 
scientific  investigation  has  never  been  granted  to  the  scientific 
community  by  the  French  Government;  If  President  Chirac's  asser- 
tions are  to  be  believed,  then  there  is  nothing  to  hide  and  it  should 
be  an  easy  request  to  meet. 

Until  we  get  a  response,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  although  France  has  detonated  over  200  nuclear  bombs  in  the 
past  35  years,  not  one  of  these  bombs  has  been  exploded  on,  above, 
or  beneath  French  soil.  In  the  truest  form  of  colonial  arrogance, 
France  instead  has  exploded  almost  all  of  its  nuclear  bombs  in  its 
South  Pacific  colony  after  being  driven  out  of  Algeria,  a  former  col- 
ony, also  used  as  a  nuclear  testing  dump. 

If  the  Government  of  France  must  conduct  nuclear  detonations, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  undermine  the  historic  progress  achieved  with 
the  recently  concluded  nuclear  nonproliferation  treaty,  then  it 
should  explode  its  bombs  on  French  soil. 

Resuming  the  detonation  of  French  nuclear  weapons  in  Polynesia 
would  make  France  the  only  nuclear  power  to  test  outside  the  bor- 
ders of  the  nuclear  weapons  states. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  urge  the  members  of  the  committee  to 
adopt  this  resolution  which  sends  a  strong  message  of  support  for 
the  28  million  men,  women  and  children  of  the  Pacific  that  are 
fighting  to  protect  their  way  of  life  against  France's  colonial  arro- 
gance and  nuclear  adventurism. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  GiLMAN.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  would  like 
to  thank  my  colleague,  Mr.  Faleomavaega,  for  introducing  H.  Con. 
Res.  80  and  for  his  leadership  on  this  very  important  issue.  As  a 
cosponsor  of  the  legislation,  I  urge  my  colleagues  on  the  committee 
to  support  it. 

I  do  have  an  amendment  at  the  desk  that  I  would  like  to  offer 
at  this  point. 

Chairman  Gilman.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  amendment. 

The  Clerk.  Amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Smith.  Page  2,  insert  the 
following  after  the  second  full  Whereas  clause:  Whereas,  the 

Chairman  GiLMAN.  Without  objection  the  amendment  is  consid- 
ered as  having  been  read.  [See  text  in  appendix]. 

Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  this  is  a  noncontroversial 
amendment  that  I  think  will  be  accepted  by  the  resolution  sponsor. 

As  I  think  everyone  knows,  in  April  of  this  year  175  nations 
agreed  to  the  permanent  extension  of  the  nuclear  nonproliferation 
treaty.  This  is  an  important  step  in  international  cooperation  in  the 
area  of  nuclear  nonproliferation. 

The  announcement  in  June  by  French  President  Jacques  Chirac 
that  France  intends  to  conduct  at  least  no  less  than  eight  nuclear 
test  explosions  over  the  next  few  months  while  not  directly  in  viola- 
tion of  the  treaty  does  go  against  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  agreed 
to. 


Mr.  Chairman,  my  amendment  simply  adds  specific  language 
about  the  nuclear  nonproliferation  treaty  and,  as  it  says,  expresses 
our  concern  that  the  resumption  of  nuclear  testing  at  Moruroa  and 
Fangataufa  atolls  could  impede  the  important  progress  achieved  at 
the  recently  concluded  extension  conference  of  the  nuclear  non- 
proliferation  treaty. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  hope  this  gets  the  support  of  the  members, 
and  I  yield  back. 

Mr.  Leach.  Would  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  Smith.  I  would  be  happy  to  yield. 

Mr.  Leach.  First,  let  me  just  say  as  a  cosponsor  of  the  bill  I  am 
a  strong  supporter  of  it  and  of  the  gentleman's  amendment.  The 
gentleman  is  entirely  correct  in  terms  of  the  fact  that  resumed 
French  testing  flies  in  the  face  of  comprehensive  test  ban,  although 
it  is  not  a  technical  violation  of  it.  There  is  one  point  I  think  ought 
to  be  laid  very  firmly  in  the  record,  and  that  is  the  Government 
of  France  has  averred  through  its  Ambassador  to  members  of  this 
committee  that  the  decision  of  the  Government  of  France  is  to  hold 
eight  tests,  and  that  will  conclude  all  testing.  The  point  is  that  as 
awesomely  awful  as  the  procedure  with  these  tests  are,  and  as  cor- 
rect as  the  gentleman  is  in  adding  this  amendment  as  well  as  sup- 
porting the  bill,  the  Government  of  France  is  now  on  record  that 
it  will  cease  testing,  and  I  think  this  Congress  should  take  note  of 
that  and  hold  the  Government  of  France  at  least  to  that  standard. 
Thank  you. 

Chairman  GiLMAN.  I  thank  the  gentleman.  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Hamilton.  Mr.  Chairman,  thank  you.  I  support  the  amend- 
ment, but  I  ask  for  time  merely  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the 
initiative  and  the  leadership  of  the  gentleman  from  American 
Samoa,  Mr.  Faleomavaega.  He  deserves  great  credit  for  that.  This 
is  a  very  moderate,  reasonable  resolution,  and  I  urge  my  colleagues 
to  support  the  Smith  Amendment,  but  also  to  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion, and  I  thank  the  gentleman. 

Chairman  GiLMAN.  Mr.  Berman. 

Mr.  Berman.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  rise  in  strong  support  of  the 
resolution,  but  I  also  want  to  speak  specifically  about  the  amend- 
ment because  in  addition  to  the  very  eloquent  points  made  by  my 
friend  from  American  Samoa  regarding  the  lack  of  consultations, 
the  safety  issues,  the  political  issues,  and  in  some  sense  the  audac- 
ity of  this  decision,  I  think  Mr.  Smith's  amendment  adds  a  very  im- 
portant element  to  this  question.  It  is  all  well  and  good  for  the 
French  government  to  represent  that  its  testing  will  end  at  a  cer- 
tain date,  but  the  reverberations  from  that  test  will  be  felt  far  more 
in  the  South  Pacific.  This  will  become  the  basis  for  other  countries 
and  forces  within  other  countries  seeking  to  resume  testing;  this 
will  become  the  basis  for  countries  deciding  to  ignore  the  non- 
proliferation  agreements  that  they  entered  into  based  on  represen- 
tations made  at  that  time,  and  I  think  Mr.  Smith's  amendment 
adds  an  important  element  of  why  we  are  expressing  our  concern 
about  this  decision,  and  I  congratulate  the  gentleman  and  yield 
back  my  time. 

Chairman  GiLMAN.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Berman.  I  want  to  commend 
the  chairman  of  the  Asia  and  Pacific  Subcommittee,  Mr.  Bereuter, 
and  the  ranking  minority  member,  Mr.   Berman,  the  gentleman 


from  American  Samoa,  Mr.  Faleomavaega,  for  drafting  this  meas- 
ure and  getting  it  reported  to  the  committee  at  this  time;  and  to 
Mr.  Smith  for  his  amendment.  The  French  decision  to  resume  test- 
ing runs  directly  counter  to  the  worldwide  trend  away  from  the  use 
of  nuclear  weapons  and  risks  encouraging  would-be  proliferators 
and  buyers  of  nuclear  weapons.  Small  island  developing  nations 
who  depended  for  their  livelihood  on  the  sea  and  find  the  risks  as- 
sociated with  testing  unacceptable.  The  risk  of  an  accident  cannot 
be  ruled  out,  nor  can  contamination  of  marine  environment.  The 
sea  is  also  a  vital  component  of  our  Australian  and  New  Zealand 
friends.  No  one  can  be  certain  that  testing  will  not  have  a  long- 
term  environmental  impact  on  that  entire  region. 

Accordingly,  I  urge  my  colleagues  to  support  H.  Con.  Res.  80. 

Are  there  any  further  amendments?  There  are  no  further  amend- 
ments. We  are  now  on  the  Smith  Amendment.  As  many  as  in  favor, 
say  aye. 

[Chorus  of  ayes.] 

Chairman  Oilman.  As  many  as  opposed  say  no.  The  ayes  appear 
to  have  it  and  the  amendment  is  agreed  to. 

Are  there  any  further  amendments  to  the  resolution? 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Would  the  Chairman  yield? 

Chairman  Oilman.  Yes.  Mr.  Faleomavaega. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  point  of  clarification  on 
some  of  the  concerns  that  the  French  Ambassador  had.  It  is  my  un- 
derstanding a  letter  be  sent  to  the  members  of  the  committee  ex- 
pressing concern  as  to  some  of  the  terms  of  the  provisions  of  the 
resolution,  and  I  hope  that  there  is  someone  here  from  the  State 
Department  that  could  help  us  to  see  where  the  administration 
stands  in  their  review  of  the  provisions  of  the  resolution. 

Chairman  Oilman.  Do  we  have  a  State  Department  representa- 
tive? Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  identify  yourself. 

Ms.  MiMS.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  My  name  is  Valerie  Mims, 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Legislative  Affairs. 

Chairman  Oilman.  Ms.  Mims,  please  proceed. 

Ms.  Mims.  Thank  you.  The  Department  does  not  have  any  objec- 
tion to  this  resolution,  and  we  have  only  just  seen  the  letter  sent 
by  the  Ambassador  to  the  committee.  I  understand  the  language 
says  something  to  the  effect  of  suggesting  that  there  is  evidence  of 
radioactive  leakage. 

We  would  be  happy  to  work  with  Mr.  Faleomavaega  to  review 
the  language  in  his  resolution  and  any  information  that  we  have 
to  come  to  a  closure  on  this  issue. 

We  would  note  that  the  administration's  position  on  the  issue  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution  was  set  out  in  a  statement  issued  June 
13  by  the  White  House  on  France's  decision  to  resume  nuclear  test- 
ing which  said  that  the  United  States  regretted  this  action.  The 
Administration  continues  to  urge  all  of  the  nuclear  powers,  includ- 
ing France,  to  join  in  a  global  moratorium  as  we  work  to  complete 
a  comprehensive  test  ban  treaty  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

Chairman  Oilman.  Thank  you,  Ms.  Mims.  Mr.  Faleomavaega. 

Mr.  Faleomavaega.  I  want  to  thank  Madam  Secretary  for  your 
support  and  your  help  in  clarifying  these  provisions  that  were  ex- 
pressed by  the  French  Ambassador,  and  I  thank  the  chairman  for 
letting  it  be  explained. 
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Chairman  Oilman.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Faleomavaega.  Are  there  any 
further  amendments  to  the  resolution?  If  not,  the  gentleman  from 
Nebraska,  Mr.  Bereuter,  is  recognized  to  offer  a  motion. 

Mr.  Bereuter.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  be  authorized  and  requested  to  move  House  Concurrent 
Resolution  80  to  the  floor  on  the  suspension  counter  or  by  way  of 
a  unanimous  consent  request  to  discharge  the  committee  and  take 
up  the  bill. 

Chairman  Oilman.  The  question  is  on  the  Bereuter  motion.  As 
many  as  are  in  favor  of  the  motion  say  aye. 

[Chorus  of  ayes.] 

Chairman  Oilman.  As  many  as  opposed  say  no.  The  ayes  appear 
to  have  it.  The  ayes  do  have  it,  and  the  motion  is  agreed  to. 

Further  proceedings  on  this  resolution  of  the  committee  are  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  recognized. 

Mr.  Hamilton.  I  just  want  to  inquire  about  the  status  of  the 
Middle  East  peace  facilitation  act.  It  expires,  I  think,  August  15. 
When  will  the  committee  address  that? 

Chairman  Oilman.  Yes.  Mr.  Hamilton,  we  have  been  proceeding 
on  the  assumption  that  there  would  be  a  conference  report  on  a 
State  Department  authorization  bill  by  August  15  which  would  in- 
clude a  long-term  extension  of  MEPF.  We  are  aware  that  if  there 
is  no  conference  report  on  a  State  Department  authorization  bill  by 
that  date,  by  the  time  we  go  up  for  the  August  recess  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  pass  legislation  providing  for  further  short-term  extension 
of  MEPF  beyond  August  15.  We  will  be  talking  with  our  Senate  col- 
leagues about  the  temporary  extension,  but  they  are  otherwise  oc- 
cupied at  the  moment,  with  Senate  floor  consideration  on  the  State 
Department  bill.  If  I  had  to  predict  now  how  it  will  ultimately  de- 
cide to  proceed,  I  predict  we  will  do  it  just  as  we  did  last  time,  that 
is,  the  Senate  will  originate  a  short-term  extension  for  a  period  mu- 
tually acceptable  to  us  all  and  we  will  take  that  measure  from  the 
Speaker's  table  and  pass  it  once  it  comes  over  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hamilton.  And  I  trust  you  will  keep  us  informed  about  it. 

Chairman  Oilman.  I  certainly  will,  Mr.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Hamilton.  I  thank  you. 

Chairman  Oilman.  There  being  no  further  business,  the  commit- 
tee stands  adjourned. 

[Whereupon,  at  1:41  p.m.,  the  committee  was  adjourned.] 
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H.  RES.  181 

Encouraging  the  peace  process  in  Sri  Lanka. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Juke  29,  1995 
Mr.  ILUinLTON  (for  himself,  Mr.  Bereuter,  and  Mr.  Herman)  submitted  the 
following   resolution;   which   was   referred   to   the   Committee   on   Inter- 
national Relations 


RESOLUTION 

Encouraging  the  peace  process  in  Sri  Lanka. 

Whereas  the  United  States  has  enjoyed  a  long  and  cordial 
friendship  with  Sri  Lanka; 

Whereas  as  one  manifestation  of  the  warm  ties  between  the 
United  States  and  Sri  Lanka,  the  First  Lady  of  the 
United  States  visited  Sri  Lanka  in  April  1995; 

Whereas  Sri  Lanka  is  a  vibrant  democracy  whose  government 
is  committed  to  political  pluralism,  free  market  econom- 
ics, and  a  respect  for  human  rights; 

Whereas  the  Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil  Eelam  ("LTTE") 
have  waged  a  protracted  secessionist  struggle  in  Sri 
Lanka  for  nearly  12  years; 

Whereas  an  estimated  30,000  people  have  died  in  Sri  Lanka 
as  a  result  of  these  hostilities; 
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Whereas  the  Department  of  State's  report  on  global  terror- 
ism names  the  LTTE  as  a  major  terrorist  organization; 

Whereas  the  LTTE  is  widely  believed  to  have  engaged  in  po- 
litical assassinations,  including  the  murder  in  1994  of  a 
leading  candidate  for  the  Sri  Lankan  presidency,  and  the 
killing  in  1993  of  President  Ranasinghe  Premadasa; 

Whereas  the  government  of  President  Kumaratunga  initiated 
a  dialogue  with  the  LTTE  in  1994,  and  took  a  number 
of  other  steps  to  ease  tensions  and  set  the  stage  for  nego- 
tiations between  the  government  and  the  LTTE,  includ- 
ing lifting  the  ban  on  the  transit  of  many  commodities 
to  Jaffna; 

Whereas  a  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Sri  Lanka  went  into  ef- 
fect on  January  8,  1995; 

Whereas  4  rounds  of  peace  talks  between  the  government  and 
the  LTTE  took  place;  and 

Whereas  in  April  1995,  the  LTTE  withdrew  from  these  nego- 
tiations and  resumed  military  operations  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Sri  Lanka  that  have  resulted  in  hundreds  of 
casualties,  including  many  innocent  civilians:  Now,  there- 
fore, be  it 

1  Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives — 

2  (1)  notes  with  great  satisfaction  the  warm  and 

3  friendly    relations    that    exist    between    the    United 

4  States  and  Sri  Lanka; 

5  (2)    applauds    the    commitment    to    democracy 

6  demonstrated  by  the  Sri  Lankan  people,  in  defiance 

7  of  brutal  acts  of  wanton  terrorism; 
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1  (3)  commends  the  Sri  Lankan  people  and  the 

2  Government   of  Sri   Lanka   for  the   significant   im- 

3  provements   in    Sri   Lanka   in   the   area   of  human 

4  rights; 

5  (4)  applauds  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  early 

6  1995  between  the  Government  of  Sri  Lanka  and  the 

7  Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil  Eelam   ("LTTE")   and 

8  deplores  the  resumption  of  fighting; 

9  (5)  calls  on  the  LTTE  to  desist  in  its  resort  to 

10  arms,  and  to  return  to  the  negotiating  table; 

11  (6)  calls  on  all  parties  to  negotiate  in  good  faith 

12  with  a  view  to  ending  the  current  armed  strife  in  Sri 

13  Lanka  and  to  finding  a  just  and  lasting  political  set- 

14  tlement  to  Sri  Lanka's  ethnic  conflict  while  assuring 

15  the  territorial  integrity  of  Sri  Lanka; 

16  (7)  believes  that  a  political  solution,  including 

17  appropriate  constitutional  structures  and  adequate 

18  protection  of  minority  rights,  is  the  path  to  a  com- 

19  prehensive  and  lasting  peace  in  Sri  Lanka; 

20  (8)  denounces  all  political  violence  and  acts  of 

21  terrorism  in  Sri  Lanka,  and  calls  upon  those  who 

22  espouse  such  methods  to  reject  these  methods  and  to 

23  embrace  dialogue,  democratic  norms,  and  the  peace- 

24  ful  resolution  of  disputes; 


•HRES  181  IH 


14 


4 

1  (9)  calls  on  all  parties  to  respect  the  human 

2  rights  of  the  Sri  Lankan  people;  and 

3  (10)  states  its  willingness  in  principle  to  see  the 

4  United  States  lend  its  good  offices  to  help  resolve 

5  the  ethnic  conflict  in  Sri  Lanka,  if  so  desired  by  all 

6  parties  to  the  conflict. 

O 
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104th  congress 
1st  Session 


H.  CON.  RES.  80 


Expressing  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States  should  recognize 
the  concerns  of  the  peoples  of  Oceania  and  call  upon  the  Grovernment 
of  Prance  to  cease  all  nuclear  testing  at  the  Moruroa  and  Fangataufa 

atolls. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

June  30,  1995 
Mr.  Faleomavaega  (for  himself,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Leach,  Mr.  Bereu- 
TER,  Mr.  Berman,  Mr.  SmTH  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Lantos,  Mr. 
ROHRABACHER,  Mr.  AcKERMAN,  Mr.  KiM,  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  Mrs.  Mink 
of  Hawaii,  Mr.  Abercrombie,  Mr.  Markey,  Mr.  DeFazio,  and  Mr. 
Mintita)  submitted  the  following  concurrent  resolution;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  International  Relations 


CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION 

Expressing  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the  United  States 
should  recognize  the  concerns  of  the  peoples  of  Oceania 
and  call  upon  the  Government  of  France  to  cease  all 
nuclear  testing  at  the  Moruroa  and  Fangataufa  atolls. 

Whereas  the  Government  of  France  has  been  conducting  nu- 
clear tests  over  10,000  miles  from  Paris  on  the  South 
Pacific  atolls  of  Moruroa  and  Fangataufa  in  French 
Polynesia; 

Whereas  since  1966  France  has  detonated  at  least  187  nu- 
clear explosions  above,  on,  and  under  these  coral  atolls  in 


16 


2 

French  Polynesia,  including  more  than  140  underground 
nuclear  tests; 

Whereas  there  is  considerable  concern  among  the  28,000,000 
people  of  the  22  countries  and  territories  of  Oceania  re- 
garding the  adverse  environmental  effects  in  the  region 
as  a  result  of  these  nuclear  tests; 

Whereas  the  island  nations  of  the  South  Pacific  Forum  were 
among  the  first  to  collectively  endorse  permanent  exten- 
sion of  the  Treaty  on  the  Non-Proliferation  of  Nuclear 
Weapons  and  have  supported  all  international  non- 
proliferation  controls; 

Whereas  the  island  governments  of  the  South  Pacific  Forum 
have  staunchly  opposed  France's  nuclear  testing  in  the 
region,  applauded  France's  adherence  to  a  global  nuclear 
testing  moratorium  since  1992,  and  strongly  deplore  and 
condemn  any  decision  to  resume  France's  nuclear  testing 
in  the  South  Pacific; 

Whereas  despite  France's  claim  that  its  nuclear  testing  pro- 
gram is  absolutely  safe,  there  is  scientific  evidence  to 
suggest  both  that  radioactive  leakage  has  already  oc- 
curred at  the  testing  site  and  that  additional,  more  seri- 
ous leakage  might  occur  in  the  next  10  to  100  years; 

Wliereas  there  is  also  concern  in  the  region  that  the  coral 
atoll,  Moruroa,  has  been  subjected  to  premature  and  ac- 
celerated aging  as  a  result  of  the  testing  program,  risking 
the  structural  integrity  of  the  atoll  and  increasing  the 
possibility  of  its  disintegration;  and 

Whereas  the  leaders  of  France's  insular  territorj^,  French 
Polynesia,  have  stated  opposition  to  resume  nuclear  test- 
ing, joining  fellow  Pacific  Island  Governments,  and  it  is 


17 


3 

inherently  unfair  that  they  should  be  used  as  a  test  site 
for  France's  nuclear  explosions:  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

1  Resolved  hy  the  House  of  Representatives  (the  Senate 

2  concurring),  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that  the 

3  United    States    should    recognize    the    concerns    of   the 

4  28,000,000  people  from  the  nations  and  territories  of  Oce- 

5  ania  and  call  upon  the  Government  of  France  to  cease  all 

6  nuclear  testing  at  the  Moruroa  and  Fangataufa  atolls. 

O 
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3  9999  05983  911  6 
Amendment  to  H.  Con  Res.  80 
Offered  by  Mr.  Smith  of  New  Jersey 

Page  2,  insert  the  followiiig  after  the  second  full 

whereas  claase: 

Whereas  a  resumption  of  nudear  testing  by  France  could 
hnpede  the  important  progress  achieved  at  the  NPT 
Extension  and  Review  Conference  (the  conference  for 
the  extension  and  revieiw  of  the  Nndear  Non-pro- 
liferation Treaty),  completed  in  the  spring  of  1995, 
at  which  175  nations,  induding  France,  agreed  to  a 
permanent  extension  of  the  Nudear  Non-prohferation 
Treaty,  the  cornerstone  of  the  international  regime  to 
curb  the  spread  of  nudear  wej^ns; 
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